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Abstract: This academic paper aims to explore Fahrenheit 451’s 
protagonist, Guy Montag’s transformation throughout the story to 
investigate how he has changed in the dystopian society where freedom is 
limited and information is distorted and if he succeeds in his transformation. 
The textual analysis is mainly employed in this article. His transformation is 
divided into four categories: transforming from indifferent to inquisitive; 
ignorant citizen to knowledgeable man; conforming to the society to 
rebelling against the society; and belonging to the society to the alienated 
person. Each state of transformation demonstrates his self-development. It 
enlightens him and gains him new knowledge that the state he lives in is full 
of false information and also discovers that he is not truly happy because he 
does not realize that he is forced to live the restricted life which he does not 
have any aims  and does not genuinely have feelings for anything around 
him.After being through those transformations, he is, finally, successfulin 
seeing the world in the completely different perspectives and can start his 
new life outside the dystopian state. 

Keywords: Montag’s transformation, dystopia, Fahrenheit 451, Ray 
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1. Introduction 

Dystopia is “an apocalyptic version of future world with man taken over by the machine and 
technology playing havoc with human life. Information science, atomic energy, global 
surveillance, rapid mechanization and weapons of mass destruction for global warfare called 
for science fiction” (Anwar,2016, p. 247). Anwar (2016, p. 247) also remarks that “the tone of 
dystopia is of despair and the feel it gives is that of fear. The dystopian literary works in the 
20th and 21st century arose from the “doubts and concerns that the modern civilization 
experienced after the horrors of the World Wars and the destructive side of technological 
advancement" (Anwar, 2016, p.249). Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury depicts the life of people 
being “dark, scary and cold”. Their lives are separated from what is going on in the real world. 
They do not know that there is the war exists outside their world (Anwar, 2016, p.248). 
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Living in the dystopian world is very hard to change the way of life and thoughts because most 
of the citizens are ignorant. They do not really know what is exactly right or wrong. Most of 
them do not have any clues that the government restrains their freedom. Like most people in 
this story, they think they have the happy life from the illusion world that the state creates. The 
state establishes the illusion of the perfect world by distracting their citizens from the world 
outside. It brainwashes people to know only what it wants them to perceive. The states lure 
people into the world of entertainment by making them to watch “parlor walls” (television) and 
listening to the “seashell” (the device to listen to the entertainment that the state wants to 
broadcast). However, the protagonist, Montag, comes to realize that his perception about the 
world he lives in is not the world he wants to be. He, thus, starts to find out what goes wrong 
with his society.  According to Ikhsanti (2015, p.20), the government in this story oppresses its 
citizens in five ways: “exploitation, marginalization, powerlessness, cultural imperialism, and 
violence”.  From this point, he gradually changes himself in several means. Furthermore, the 
state also uses the subtle way to control its people. The fireman is presented as “a police state” 
whose duty is to destroy books by burning. In addition, the state uses the machine which is 
called the Mechanical Hound to monitor if anyone violates the state’s rules by possessing 
books. It is the representative of the advanced technology (Ersöz, 2015, p108). The opposite 
kind of thoughts which is called binarism also appears in Fahrenheit 451. Captain Beatty is 
loyal to the state whereas Montag tries to rebel against the state (Abass and Sc, 2019, p.1149). 

The protagonist, Montag, has had self-development throughout the story. Self-development in 
the dystopian world is considered rebellious since the state loves its people to be under its 
control. To be under the state’s control, one does not need self-development. The state does 
not want its people to develop or change at all since the development would lead them to have 
new perspectives in life which may lead them to disagree with the state’s schemes and will 
greatly stir the state’s stability. Yet, Montag does not let himself be under the state’s authority 
for his entire life. He dares to choose his own way of life. He does not care whether he will be 
punished as long as he can regain his freedom and make his own decision in life. His action is 
related to the theory called Existentialism. This philosophical thinking focuses on the essence 
of human’s existence. Its main idea is that humans are totally free to make their own decisions. 
At the same time, they are entirely responsible for the outcome of their decisions. It is the 
individual’s right to choose his/her characteristics and identities (Crowell,2020).The state’s 
controlling cannot lead anyone to have their identity or existence. On the contrary, the state 
intends to erase people’s existence. 

The social construction also creates self-estrangement for humans since they need to conform 
to the social rules. They do not do things according to their own choices. Yet, the social rules 
lead ones to feel alienated both to the society and one’s self. People feel estranged to the society 
because they are just following the rules because it is their duties. They do not do it because 
they want to.  They feel like they are parts of others not being the complete ‘self”.  At the same 
time, they would be upset because they do not have their own choices. As a result, their true 
self is not found. 

In Fahrenheit 451, after having been the obedient citizens for many years as the loyal fireman, 
Montag’s awakening makes him realize that the state deprives him of his freedom in many 
aspects such as freedom to feel, think and act. He, therefore, yearns for freedom to choose his 
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own life. As a result, various types of his transformation are seen for the entire story.This 
academic article, therefore, investigates how he transforms throughout the story and whether 
his transformation succeeds and he can find the freedom at the end of the story by using textual 
analysis as the main method to examine the protagonist’s process of transformation. The central 
character’s actions, behavior, speech, and thoughts will be scrutinized along with the related 
contexts. Furthermore, the concept of Existentialism is also concerned as how the major 
character can discover his self through the transformation he makes. 

2. Results and Discussion  

Transformation of Montag can be categorized into four types: from indifferent to inquisitive 
person, ignorant citizen to the knowledgeable man, conforming to the society to rebelling 
against the society, from belonging to the society to the alienated person. His transformation 
arises from the desire to have freedom in different ways as the mean to escape from the state’s 
oppression. 
 
2.1 From Indifferent to Inquisitive Person 
 
Montag starts to realize that people should have freedom to feel and think which opposes the 
state’s intention. The influence of Montag’s transformation from indifferent to inquisitive 
person respectively lies on the two characters, Clarisse and the old woman. At the beginning 
of the story, Montag is indifferent. He is not interested in anything surrounded him nor curious 
about anything at all. He does his job and lives his life the way he has done for a long time 
without trying to ask himself any questions. He is just like other citizens in the state who live 
their lives superficially and think they are happy. He becomes inquisitive because of Clarisse. 
The appearance of Clarisse as his new neighbor causes the great changes in his life. The arrival 
of Clarisse totally opens the new perspectives in life for Montag. She makes him begin to 
inquire about things around him and his true happiness.  Clarisse is inquisitive of everything 
around her. She observes nature and appreciates its beauty: “I rarely watch the ‘parlor walls’ 
or go to races or Fun Parks. So, I’ve lots of time for crazy thoughts, I guess. Have you seen the 
two-hundred-foot-long billboards were only twenty feet long? But cars started rushing by so 
quickly they had to stretch the advertising out so it would last” (Bradbury,1995, p.7), whereas 
Montag has never observed it before. She asks him several questions that he cannot really find 
the answers and those questions also disturb him and make him think more carefully. For 
example, she asks him these questions: “Do you ever read any of the books you burn? Is it true 
that long-ago firemen put fires out instead of going to start them; Are you happy?” 
(Bradbury,1995, pp.5-7). Especially, the last question: “Are you happy?” stirs Montag’s 
thought although he answers her that he is happy. But when he enters the house, he 
contemplates Clarisse’s question if he is truly happy. He has a chance to observe things around 
his house. He has a chance to listen to himself (“that other self or “subconscious”) that is free 
to think of anything (Bradbury,1995, p.8). When he enters his house, he suddenly becomes 
aware of the things he hides in the ventilator grill: “Of course I’m happy. What does she think? 
I’m not? he asked the quiet rooms. He stood looking up at the ventilator grill in the hall and 
suddenly remembered that something lay hidden behind the grill, something that seemed to 
peer down at him now. He moved his eyes quickly away” (Bradbury,1995, p.8). The things 
that are hidden in the ventilator grill are books which mean he is curious about books before 
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he meets Clarisse.  The action of him of glancing at the grill and suddenly look away signifies 
that he is afraid to examine them since it is against the law of the state. 
 
Meeting Clarisse is like starting to see the whole new world for Montag. He begins to ponder 
his surrounding and his way of life. It arouses his curiosity about the things that he has been 
wondering for a while. Clarisse is not brainwashed like other people at her same age. She is 
not distracted by the entertainment the state offers to its citizens such as parlor walls or Fun 
Parks. Those entertainments distract people’s attention from reality that the government tries 
to hide. The state makes people live the happiness life so that they will not question whether 
the state restricts them from their freedom. The fun time will make people forget and not bother 
about finding any truth in their society. They are too busy having fun activities to realize that 
the happiness is just the illusion.  
 
Clarisse gains a lot of knowledge that is hidden by the government from her uncle. Notably, 
what she tells Montag is about what happened in the past and it is disappeared at the present 
time. Actually, he does not know before that those things used to exist in the society. For 
example, she informs him about the porches that each house used to have:  
 
 Across the street and down the way the other houses stood with their 
 flat fronts. What was it Clarisse had said one afternoon? “No front  
 porches. My uncle says there used to be front porches. And people sat 
 there sometimes at night, talking when they wanted to talk, rocking,  
 and rocking, and not talking when they didn’t want to talk. Sometimes 
 they just sat there and thought about things, turned things over. My uncle 
 says the architects got rid of the front porches because they didn’t look 
 well. But my uncle says that was merely rationalizing it; the real reason, 
 hidden underneath, might be they didn’t want people sitting like that, 
 doing nothing, rocking, talking; that was the wrong kind of social life. 
 People talked too much. And they had time to think. So they ran off  
 with the porches. And they had gardens, too. Not many gardens anymore 
 to sit around in. And look at the furniture. No rocking charis anymore.  
 They’re too comfortable. Get people up and running around. My uncle 
 say…and…my uncle …and…my uncle…” Her voice faded.  
 
        (Bradbury,1995, p.60) 
 
From this paragraph, Montag learns that the government does not have good intention in 
eliminating the porches from every house. It is for the sake of the state’s stability not for the 
good of its civilians. Here, people’s limited freedom is reinforced since having conversations 
with one another may allow them plenty of time to think of what is happening in the society 
and that may cause harm to the state’s security. Particularly, people are not allowed to have the 
normal social life where people gather together and talk and express their opinions since 
showing one’s thoughts is something the state is afraid of. The government does not like their 
people to think of anything. It just wants people to live the life the way it wants the civilians to 
be. The social life people in this state have is the time they spend with the parlor walls. Parlor 
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walls or televisions are the main way of people to spend their leisure time with. Actually, 
Montag wants to interact with other people but he does not have the opportunity to do that. 
When he sees that Clarisse’s, family is talking to one another, he is very curious to know what 
they are talking about. 
 
Montag absorbs new knowledge that bothers him later on. He begins to know that the 
government does not really have the good intention toward its citizens. He learns that some 
information is distorted by the state and it invents the story the way it wants the society to be.  
Clarisse also gives him some knowledge that makes him skeptical about the society he lives in. 
His communication with Clarisse enlightens him to explore his true feeling, his relationship 
with his wife, and the history of firemen’s duty. She tries to raise the prohibited issues such as 
reading books in the conversation with Montag: “Do you ever read any of the books you burn?” 
(Bradbury,1995, p.1). Meeting Clarisse is like seeing another world, the world that he has not 
realized that it would exist in the society. This new strange world that Clarisse opens up to him 
is totally contrasted from his wife’s Mildred’s world. Her world is empty. She is the very good 
example of the loyal citizens who has never cared to question anything. She spends her daily 
life listening to the seashell and watching parlor walls. This is clearly seen when Montag’s 
feelings are suddenly changed when he enters his house and his bedroom after having 
conversations with Clarisse. She is like his reflection. She makes him become conscious and 
starts to scrutinize his inner self. After he arrives home, he tells himself that he is not happy. 
 

He felt his smile slide away, melt, fold over and down on itself like  
a tallow skin, like the stuff of a fantastic candle burning too long  
and now collapsing and now blown out. Darkness. He was not  
He was not happy. He was not happy. He said the words to himself.  
He recognized this as the true state of affairs. He wore his happiness  
like a mask and the girl had run off across the lawn with the mask  
and there was no way of going to knock on her door and ask for it  
back. 
       (Bradbury,1995, p.9) 

 
Montag’s house emphasizes the emptiness he and his wife feel but his wife does not realize it. 
On the contrary, he suddenly has the epiphany that he is not truly content: his house that is full 
of parlor walls and his wife who has never cared for anything or anyone except for the seashell 
and the parlor walls are also empty. When he finds that everything in his house is empty and 
he is not sure if his relationship with his wife called love, he becomes aware that something is 
missing in his life.  
 

Furthermore, Clarisse sees the good side in him. She does not think he is similar to 
others. On the contrary, he has a good heart and kind. 
How did it start? How did you get into it? How did you pick your  
work and how did you happen to think to take the job you have? 
You’re not like the others. I’ve seen a few; I know. When I talk,  
you look at me. When I said something about the moon, you looked 
at the moon, last night. The others would never do that. The others  
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would walk off and leave me talking. Or threaten me. No one has  
time any more for anyone else.  You’re one of the few who put up 
with me. That’s why I think it’s so strange you’re a fireman, it just  
doesn’t seem right for you, somehow.  
       (Bradbury, 1995, p.21) 

 
According to Clarisse, he has the potential to learn new things. She makes him gain his self-
worth, and self-awareness. She makes him seek for his true self. Talking with her awakens him 
in several aspects of life. He sees life in different angles: he explores his genuine feelings; he 
seems to identify what is happiness and unhappiness, observe things around him, see things 
differently that he has never observed before. He notices that Clarisse’s house has the lights on 
and the family members are having conversations. He is curious to know what they are talking 
about and wants to listen to them. Unlike others in this state, he yearns for communicating with 
others. Talking to each other makes Montag feel that they are interested in one another.  
  
Clarisse raises his self-awareness. The question that Clarisse asks him if he is truly happy keeps 
recurring in his mind. At first, he answers her immediately that he is happy but later on he is 
not sure about his previous response. She makes him really examine his own feelings until he 
finds out that he is not happy at all. He is surrounded by superficial people and things. He 
becomes aware that he is empty and the society is full of emptiness. She also arouses the 
sensitivity inside him. He starts to explore people and things around him. He observes his wife 
closely and tries to pay more attention to their relationship. He asks her where they first met 
but she does not remember and thinks it is such a ridiculous question to ask. He also realizes 
that his wife is not content either but she does not seem to know it. She takes so many sleeping 
pills that Montag has to call in the Emergency to rescue her from being unconscious: 
  

…I want to talk to you. He paused. You took all the pills in your bottle  
last night. 
 “Oh, I wouldn’t do that,” she said, surprised.  
 “The bottle was empty.” 
 “I wouldn’t do a thing like that. Why would I do a think like that?”  
she said. 
“Maybe you took two pills and forgot and took two more, and forgot  
again and took two more, and were so dopey you kept right on until  
you had thirty or forty of them in you.” 
“Heck,” she said, “what would I want to go and do a silly thing like  
that for?” 
“I don’t know,” he said.  
She was quite obviously waiting for him to go. “I didn’t do that,”  
she said. “Never in a billion years.”  

   
         (Bradbury, 1995, p.17) 
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Montag cannot help comparing Clarisse with his wife, Mildred since they totally have different 
characteristics and perspectives. Clarisse wakens the “other side of him”, the side that is 
waiting to change to the better life and to liberate himself from the state’s restraints. On the 
contrary, his wife lives in the state of blurry. She does not seem to have the complete 
conscience. For example, she does not know what happens to the night she takes a lot of 
sleeping pills and that Montag has to call for the emergency. She tells him she cannot remember 
anything and that she insists she would never do something stupid like that. Her action 
reinforces her emptiness. She is superficially happy because of the entertainment the state 
offers to her. Deep down in her mind, she does not truly know what she wants in her life. As a 
result, this situation stirs him even more that the true happiness is not like this. There must be 
some ways else to find the genuine delight.   
 
Apart from Clarisse’s influence, the bravery of the old woman who insists on dying with her 
book’s upsets Montag so much that he needs to find the answer of what is inside the books that 
make the old woman not afraid of being burnt. Seeing that old woman burning alive troubles 
him since then. He also feels ashamed of himself for not brave enough to stand up for anything 
in his life. Unlike Montag, the old woman is not afraid of death. She dares to express her 
genuine feeling: her loves toward her books; her determination to die with her books. 
Furthermore, her love for books arouses his curiosity about the importance of them: 
 
  It’s not just the woman that died. Last night I thought about  

           all that kerosene I’ve used in the past ten years. And I thought about  
           books. And for the first time I realized that a man was behind each  
           one of the books. A man had to think them up. A man had to take a  
           long time to put them down on paper. And I’d never even thought that  

thought before. He got out of bed. 
    

It took some man a lifetime maybe to put some of his thoughts 
down, looking around at the world and life and then I come along in 
two minutes and boom! it’s all over.  

        (Bradbury,1995, p.49) 
 
Here, the audience can see that Montag has learned the big lesson in his life after he sees the 
woman burns herself at her house. His attitude toward burning is suddenly changed. At the 
beginning, he is completely content with burning books which is described earlier in this article 
but then he feels guilty for burning those books. He starts to be aware of the importance of the 
books: it must take the writers so long to write them. The situation of the woman burning 
herself keeps haunting him: “No, not water; fire. You ever seen a burned house? It smolders 
for days. Well, this fire’ll last me the rest of my life. God! I’ve been trying to put it out, in my 
mind, all night. I’m crazy with trying” (Bradbury, 1995, p.48).  
 
Since Montag’s thoughts are gradually developed, he does not want to burn books anymore but 
he still has to do his duty. He, however, attempts to comfort himself that what he burns is not 
human beings but things. In fact, he does not perceive the books only as “the things” anymore. 
Books start to have more meaning to him. Actually, he does not want to burn the books in the 
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old woman’s house since the beginning. He feels awkward. He, thus, tries to console himself 
to think that he does not harm anyone. He just cleans up everything.  
 

Next thing they were up in musty blackness swinging silver hatchets 
at doors that were, after all, unlocked, tumbling through like boys all 
rollick and shout. “Hey!” A fountain of books sprang down upon 
Montage as he climbed shuddering up the sheer stairwell. How 
inconvenient! Always before it had been like snuffing a candle. The 
police went first and adhestive-taped the victim’s mouth and bandaged 
him off into their glittering beetle cars, so when you arrived you found 
an empty house. You weren’t hurting anyone, you were hurting only 
things! And since things really couldn’t be hurt, since things felt nothing, 
and things don’t scream or whimper, as this woman might begin to scream 
and cry out, there was nothing to tease your conscience later. You were 
simply cleaning up. Janitorial work, essentially. Everything to its proper 
place. Quick with the keroscene! Who’s got a match! 

          
        (Bradbury,1995, p.35) 
 
Notably, Clarisse and the old woman appear in the story for only the short period of time but 
have the great impact on Montag.They are both horribly eliminated from the society: Clarisse 
disappears without the real reason; the old woman burns herself with her book collection.  Yet, 
it leaves a lot of questions to Montag which leads him to discover more about his curiosity that 
risen upon those two characters.   
 
2.2 From Ignorant Citizen to the Knowledgeable Man 
 
Montag becomes aware that he has the right to know all the knowledge in the books and other 
information that the state hides from the society. He gradually changes from being an ignorant 
person to the knowledgeable man. Besides Clarisse and the old woman that stir his curiosity 
about books and the world, Faber and the groups of the intellects in the forest fulfil him with 
the knowledge he has never heard before. He sees the government and society in very different 
ways than before. Earlier in the story, he does not question anything in his life. He strictly lives 
under the state’s rules. He has done his job happily. He does not see his duties of burning books 
as guilt but all he can perceive from burning books is pleasure: “It was a pleasure to burn” 
(Bradbury, 1995, p.1). As seen from Montag’s case, knowledge is very dangerous to the state’s 
stability. Knowledge causes people to critically think and when they think of something 
carefully, it might rise with questions and then they would be curious to find the right answer 
for their inquisition. At first, the government attempts to make its citizens think that there is no 
better place in this world than the society they inhabit. The state has the total right to control 
the information it wants its people to know. Civilians, therefore, perceive very limited 
information and knowledge since they are only allowed to know what the state wants them to. 
Most importantly, they are prohibited to read books. As a result, Montag is a loyal fireman who 
is eager to do his duty without asking whether it is right or wrong. He also perceives what the 
state wants them to know: he has never realized before that the fireman duty is reversed from 
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the past: the firemen used to prevent fire instead of putting out fire in the past. He does not 
seem to care anything surrounding him. 
 
He learns to notice his wife’s behaviour and realizes that she is not truly happy either. He finds 
that both of them are empty. Their lives are meaningless. They do not have purpose in life. 
What is different between Montag and Millie is that Montag does not succumb to be the 
ignorant person whereas Millie does not care about anything at all. Montag seems to have hope 
while Millie is hopeless. He attempts to find where the happiness is gone. On the contrary, his 
wife never cares to figure it out. He tells Faber that he knows that his life is missing something 
but he does not exactly know what it is. But he assumes that books might be the answer: “I 
don’t know. We have everything we need to be happy, but we aren’t happy. Something’s 
missing. I looked around. The only thing I positively knew was gone was the books I’d burned 
in ten or twelve years. So, I thought books might help” (Bradbury,1995, p.44). 
 
The important person who enlightens his knowledge about the books and world is Faber. He is 
the one who reveals the secrets in the books. Captain Beatty is the representative of the 
government who conveys the messages to its civilians. He gives the reasons why books should 
be burnt whereas Faber reveals the treasures found in them. Captain Beatty distorts the truth 
while Faber uncovers it. Faber gives lecture about books to Montag about how important the 
books are:  
 

...It’s not book you need, it’s some of the things that once were in books.  
  The same things could be in the ‘parlor families’ today. The same infinite 
  detail and awareness could be projected through the radios and televisors,  
  but are not. No, no, it’s not books at all you’re looking for! Take it where 
  you can find it, in old phonograph records, old motion pictures, and in  
  old friends; look for it in nature and look for it in yourself. Books were only  
  one type of receptacle where we stored a lot of things we were afraid we  
  might forget. There is nothing magical in them, at all. The magic is only  
  in what books say, how they stitched the patches of the universe together  
  into one garment for us. Of course you couldn’t know this, of course you  
  still can’t understand what I mean when I say all this. You are intuitively 
  right, that’s what counts.  
        (Bradbury,1995, pp78.-81) 
 
The conversations Montag has with Faber through the green bullet Faber invents make Faber 
be able to educate Montag all night long. It is, thus, makes Montag understands about books 
and life even more. He is a lot more confident than before because he gains a lot of knowledge 
from Faber : “...His mind would well over at last and he would not be Montag anymore, this 
the old man told him, assured him, promised him. He would be Montag-plus-Faber, fire plus 
water, and then, one day, after everything had mixed and simmered and worked away in 
silence, there would be neither fire nor water, but wine” (Bradbury, 1995, p.99). 
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2.3 From Conforming to the Society to Rebelling against the Society 
 
When Montag realizes that conforming to the society does not make him truly happy, he 
decides to act against the state to find the meaning and goal in his life- to escape from the 
emptiness and to achieve his meaningful life. At the beginning, Montag is the loyal citizen of 
the state like most people. He loves his job as the fireman. He enjoys burning books without 
any questions. He does not even know what books are about. He just does his duty. He is 
brainwashed to think that books are dangerous and he does not want to prove whether what the 
state tells him is true. He believes in everything the state addresses to their citizens. For him, 
what the state tells him is wrong is wrong for him. As seen in the opening scene, the story is 
described how happy he is while he is burning books. 
   

It was a pleasure to burn. 
It was a special pleasure to see things eaten, to see things blackened  

and changed. With the brass nozzle in his fists, with this great python  
spittingits venomous kerosene upon the world, the blood pounded in  
his head, and his hands were the hands of some amazing conductor playing  
allthe symphonies of blazing and burning to bring down tatters and charcoal 
ruins of history. With his symbolic helmet numbered 451 on his stolid head,  
and his eyes all orange flame with the thought of what came next, he flicked 
the igniter and the house jumped up in gorging fire that burned the evening 
sky red and yellow and black. He strode in a swarm of fireflies. He wanted  
above all, like old joke, to shove a marshmallow on a stick in the furnace,  
while the flapping pigeon-winged books died on the porch and lawn of the  
house. While the books went up in sparkling whirls and blew away on a wind 
turned dark with burning. 

   
Montag grinned the fierce grin of all men singed and drives back by flam...  

He knew that when he returned to the firehouse, he might wink at  
himself, a minstrel man, burnt-corked in the mirror. Later, going to sleep, he  
would feel the fiery smile still gripped by his face muscles, in the dark. It never 
went away, that smile, it never ever went away, as long as he remembered. 

 
         (Bradbury, 1995,pp.1-2) 
 
The narrative above demonstrates that firemen have power to eliminate books and it is such an 
honorable job that does the great favor to the state. He is proud of burning those books without 
knowing how precious all the knowledge in the books are. His greatness as the firemen is 
described when he is burning all the books. The narrator describes his burning by referring his 
burning action to the “great python” which means that it is very mighty. Actually, “great 
python” has the negative meaning since it spits the venom which is very threatening to people 
just like the brass nozzle that destroys all the books with fire. He does not realize that the 
fireman’s duty is totally distorted from the past: extinguishing the fire.  
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He starts to rebel against the society when he realizes that there is another side of his life and 
another side of the world- his self that he has never discovered and the world that is more 
interesting than his present world. He transforms from the loyal citizen to the rebellious one in 
two different ways: physically and psychologically transformation. Montag is very loyal to the 
state. He is very contented with his job as a fireman. He is happy to burn books. He does not 
question about his job or any other things the government has done to their citizens. He, 
however, transforms from the loyal civilian to the rebellious one when he gains some 
knowledge about the importance of the books. He begins his first rebellious action by not 
wanting to go to work and pretending to be sick. His first rebellious is, however, not successful 
since Captain Beatty visits him when he is absent from work. He knows that something wrong 
with Montag and it must be about books. So Captain Beatty’s true intention for visiting Montag 
is to give him the correct thoughts about books so that Montag will not act against the law. 
Captain Beatty attempts to tell him that people’s ultimate desire is happiness so the state gives 
them happiness and that is all they want: 
 

 You must understand that our civilization is so vast that we can’t have 
 our minorities upset and stirred. Ask yourself, What do we want in this  
 country, above all? People want to be happy, isn’t that right? Haven’t 
 you heard it all your life? I want to be happy, people say. Well, aren’t  
 they? Don’t we keep them moving, don’t we give them fun? That’s all  
 we live for, isn’t it. For pleasure, for titillation? And you must admit 
 our culture provides plenty of these.”  
       (Bradbury, 1995m p.56) 
 

It demonstrates that how much the state wants its people to be superficial so that they will not 
spend their time thinking about something more complicated. When people are happy, they 
will not want to seek for something new because they do not know whether those new things 
will give them happiness or sadness. People who are accustomed with happiness will not dare 
to rebel against anything because the rebels have to struggle and fight for what they want which 
will give them the hard time and they will never be sure whether rebellion will gain the victory 
or not. Unlike those citizens, Montag’s fear of violating the laws and the state’s punishment 
gradually subsides. No matter how hard Captain Beatty tries to convince him to return to obey 
the state’s laws, Montag’s mind has changed and it will never go back to where it was before.  
After that he also enlightens that the government restricts its citizens’ freedom and knowledge. 
Since then he dares to rebel against the state’s rules. He reads the books he hides in his house 
although he does not truly understand the content inside. He finds a person who knows the 
books well and can teach him what is inside it. After beginning to rebel against the state, he 
transforms from a passive to a brave man. He dares to read the poem, “Dover Beach” aloud to 
Mille’s friends until they cry:  
 

 Mrs. Phelps was crying.  
  The others in the middle of the desert watched her crying grow very 
 loud as her face squeezed itself out of shape. They sat, not touching  
 her, bewildered with her display. She sobbed uncontrollably. Montag 
 himself was stunned and shaken. 
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  “Sh,  sh,” said Mildred. “You’re all right, Clara, now, Clara,  
 snap out of it! Clara, what’s wrong?”  
 “I—I,” sobbed Mrs. Phelps, “don’t know, don’t know, I just don’t 
 know, oh, oh…”  
  Mrs. Bowles stood up and glared at Montag. “You see? I knew 
 it, that’s what I wanted to proved! I knew it wouldn’t happen! I’ve  
 always said, poetry and tears, poetry and suicide and crying and  
 awful feelings, poetry and sickness; all that mush! Now I’ve had it  
 proved to me. You’re nasty, Mr. Montag, you’re nasty!” 
  Faber said, “Now…”  
  Montag felt himself turn and walk to the wall slot and  
 drop the book in through the brass notch to the waiting flames. 
  “Silly words, silly words, silly awful hurting words,”  
 said Mrs. Bowles. “Why do people want to hurt people? Not  
 enough hurt in the world, you got to tease people with stuff  
 like that!”  
  “Clara, now, Clara,” begged Mildred, pulling her arm. 
 “Come on, let’s be cheery, you turn the ‘family’ on, now. Go 
 ahead. Let’s laugh and be happy, now, stop crying, we’ll have 
 a party!” 
  “No,” said Mrs. Bowles. “I’m trotting right straight  
 home. You want to visit my house and my ‘family’, well and  
 good. But I won’t come in this fireman’s crazy house again in  
 my lifetime!”  
  “Go home.” Montag fixed his eyes upon her, quietly.  
 “Go home and think of your first husband divorced and your  
 second husband killed in a jet and your third husband blowing  
 his brains out, go home and think of the dozen abortions you’ve 
 had, go home and think of that and your damn Caesarean Sections, 
 too, and your children who hate your guts! Go home and think  
 how it all happened and what did you ever do to stop it? 
 Go home, go gome!” he yelled. “Before I knock you down  
 and kick you out the door!”.  
       (Bradbury, 1995, pp.97-98) 

 
It is seen that this poem is full of emotions and when those women who live their superficial 
lives and hardly care for anything around them listen to it, they are disturbed by those distress 
described in the poem. It seems like they cannot bear any kinds of sorrow at all. They, therefore, 
weep out of the uneasiness for hearing it. Montag dares to speak about the book to other people. 
He himself is not emotionless anymore. He feels angry at those women for not caring about 
their family. Ironically, Mrs. Bowles wonders why people have to hurt people whereas she has 
never encountered the true pain for her entire life because she lacks the emotions. In fact, poetry 
is a form of art which its values lie on the aesthetics. Poetry shows humans’ life and feelings 
so that people will learn to understand one another. On the contrary, Mrs. Bowles does not have 
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any clues how beautiful the poetry is. Montag is audacious to indicate his thoughts which are 
entirely dissimilar to others. 
 
Furthermore, he does not want to do his job anymore: “I can’t do it, he thought. How can I go 
at this new assignment, how can I go on burning things? I can’t go in this place” (Bradbury) 
He is brave to burn Captain Beatty. He is brave to have a plan to escape. Aside from the above, 
the group of the intellects in the forest encourages him to rebel against the society. Actually, it 
is not only Faber who enlightens Montag but Montag also makes him become alive again. 
Before this, Faber feels guilty for not doing anything against the state but now he is proud of 
himself that he will be a part of Montag’s plan to strike against the government:  

 
 I feel alive for the first time in years. I feel I’m doing what I should’ve  
donea lifetime ago. For a little while I’m not afraid. Maybe it’s because  
I’m doing the right thing at last. Maybe it’s because I’ve done a rash 
thing and don’t want to look the coward to you. I suppose I’ll have  
to do even more violent things,exposing myself so I won’t fall down on  
the job and turn scared again... 

            
        (Bradbury,1995,p.125) 
 
From the above, Montag can be called a hero in the sense that he motivated Faber who is 
coward since he hides himself only in his house to fight for knowledge and freedom.  
 
2.4 From Belonging to the Society to the Alienated Personto the Society 
 
Montag chooses not to follow the social rules anymore. He makes a decision to be the alienated 
person in the society in order to find the meaning in life with his new journey. He also accepts 
the consequences that will happen. He, thus, gradually dares to   Montag has been a part of the 
society for all of his life but it does not make him content to belong to the society. Having the 
sense of belonging and accepted in the society does not always make people satisfy with one’s 
life. Here, Montag conforms to the state’s rules and are loyal to his job but he is still empty. 
Belonging to the community does not make his life better. There is still something missing and 
that missing piece is the thirst for knowledge. When he has knowledge, he begins to be aware 
that the state does not treat its civilians well. Their freedoms and their rights are restricted. Yet, 
most people do not notice the disadvantage and oppression they get from the government. The 
feeling of emptiness and missing something in life lead Montag to become alienated. He 
discovers that the state distorts the truth in the past and prevents its citizens from human nature: 
people are indifferent. They hardly have emotions about things surrounding them. Montag does 
not succumb to this limitation. He is angry with the state and wants to strike against it.  He 
chooses to leave the state and escape to the forest where there are a group of the intellects who 
also flee from the state. Surprisingly, Montag is not the only alienated person in this society. 
There are some people who feel estranged and flee the state before him.  
These alienated people contravene the government’s rules by saving knowledge and history 
from being destroyed. Each of the intellect memorizes one of the important books so that the 
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knowledge will remain despite the books being burnt.  Entering this group, Montag is also 
responsible for memorizing the knowledge from the Book of Ecclesiastes:  
 
       …You want to join us, Montag? 
       “Yes,” 
       “What have you to offer?” 
       “Nothing. I thought I had part of the Book of Ecclesiastes and  
       maybe a little of Revelation, but I haven’t even that now.” 
      “The Book of  Ecclesiastes would be fine. Where was it?”  
      “Here”. Montag touched his head. 
     “Ah.” Granger smiled and nodded. 
     “What’s wrong? Isn’t that all right?” said Montag. 
     “Better than all right: perfect!” Granger turned to the Reverend. 
     “Do we have a Book of Ecclesiastes?” 
      “One. A man named Harris in Youngtown.” 
      “Montag,” Granger took Montag’s shoulder firmly. “Walk  
       carefully. Guard your health. If anything should happen to  
       Harris, you are the Book of Ecclesiastes. See how important  
       you’ve become in the last minute! …  
        (Bradbury, 1995, pp.143-144) 
 
Here, Montag is visible. He becomes somebody who is important and is accepted in the group. 
Although he is alienated from his former society, he is accepted and belongs to the new group 
which is much more suitable for him. This highlights that his new society is the place where 
people who have knowledge will be welcomed and admired. On the other hand, people who 
lack knowledge would not be recognized. These kinds of people are the dangerous ones for the 
society.  
 
Becoming alienated is like having a new life because he finally survives from the Mechanical 
Hound that attempts to arrest and kill him. Moreover, he is like the new person in the new 
place. This can be seen when he wades across the river. He takes off his clothes and change to 
Faber’s.  The new place, the forest, he escapes to is also the new and strange place for him. 
The place he has never know it exists: “He was moving from unreality that was frightening 
into a reality that was unreal because it was new”[5]. He perceives the new definition of fire. 
Fire he sees in the forest is not as scary as the one where he used to live. Here, fire is the positive 
meaning. It gives warm to people instead of destroying things. The intellects who are 
considered the alienated have hope. They wish one day, they will be able to spread their 
knowledge to the others. 
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3. Conclusion 

The protagonist, Montag, does not satisfy with his life because he feels empty and wants to 
find what is missing. While other citizens seem to be content with the way government treats 
them, Montag discovers that there is something wrong about the state. It oppresses its civilians 
in many ways. As a result, he has developed throughout the story. This story, hence, examines 
how he transforms himself and if he succeeds in transforming. His transformation can be 
categorized into four types: from indifferent to inquisitive, ignorant citizen to knowledgeable 
man, conforming to the society to rebelling against the society and belonging to the society to 
the alienated person. As seen from the investigation, knowledge is the main key to make people 
believe or disagree with the authority. If the citizens do not have any knowledge or have the 
false information from the state, they will obey the states’ rules. But once they receive 
knowledge and become aware that the state brainwash them, those people will mostly rebel 
against their government.   
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